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freedom is a deprivation of natural right, but because
that all impediment to the progress of the human under-
standing is an evil, an excessive evil, and especially to
yourself, who only can enjoy truth, and hear truth, from
the Press, which should be the Prime Minister of good
Kings.

They will tell you, SIRE, that with respect to the free-
dom of the Press you can add nothing at Berlin. But to
Abolish the censorship, of itself so useless, and always so
arbitrary, would be much. If the printer's name be in-
serted in the title-page it is enough, perhaps more than
enough. The only specious objection against an unlimited
freedom of the Press is the licentiousness of libels; but it is
not perceived that the freedom of the Press would take
away the danger, because that, under such a regulation,
truth only would remain. The most scandalous libels have
no power except in countries that are deprived of the free-
dom of the Press. Its restrictions form an illicit trade,
which cannot be extirpated; yet they lay restraints on none
but honest people. Let not, therefore, that absurd con-
trast be seen in Prussia, which absolutely forbids foreign
books to be inspected, and subjects national publications
to so severe an inquisition. Give freedom to all. Read,
SIRE, and suffer others to read. Knowledge will every-
where expand, and will center on the throne. Do you
wish for darkness? Oh, no! Your mind is too great.
Or^ if you did, you would wish in vain; would act to
your own injury, without obtaining the fatal success of
extinguishing light. You will read, SIRE; you will begin
a noble association with books; books that have destroyed
shameful and cruel prejudices; that have smoothed your
paths; that were beneficial to you previous even to your
birth. You will not be ungrateful toward the accumu-
lated labor of beneficent genius. You will read; you
will protect those who write; for without them what
were, what should be, the human species? They will
instruct, they will aid you, will speak to you unseen,
without approaching your throne; will introduce august
Truth to your presence, who shall enter your palace
unescorted, unattended; and, having entered, she will
ask no dignities, no titles, but will remain invisible andions, that do not appertain
